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[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Encloses complaint of shortage in silver dollars shipped... 


J.W.W. 
In your reply, please quote above initials. 


Treasury of the United States, 
Washington, 
November 18, 1884 


Sir: 


I beg to enclose, herewith, a letter from the President of the Merchants and Planter’s 
National bank of Union S.C., and have to inform you in regard to the shortage of $50 claimed to 
have been found in the first remittance that, in view of the statement as to the manner in which 
the money was counted, I have advised the bank that if it was a matter in which this office was 
concerned no claim for such shortage could be considered by me. 


The letter enclosed is referred to you for your consideration and investigation, and I will 
thank you to correspond directly with the writer relative to the matters therein. 


Very respectfully, 
A.U. Wyman 
Treasure U.S. 


Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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[Letter Two:] 
[Abstract:] In reply to note 11th inst. in matter of shortage... 


Initials at head of your letter sheet J.W.W. 
Received Nov. 17, 1884, A.M. Treasurer U.S. 


2060. 

Merchants’ & Planters’ National Bank of Union. 
Union, S.C. 

November 13, 1884 


Hon. A.U. Wyman U.S. Treasurer 
Washington, D.C. 


Sir, 


Your letter of the 11th inst. covering a copy of a letter to you under date 8th inst. from 
Mr. Snowden, Supt. U.S. Mint at Phila. has been recd. 


I now beg to place before you, the following facts, connected with the shortage reported 
to you by our Cashier, Mr. George Munrow. 


The package sent us from the Mint, under your order of 15th Oct. was said to contain 
$1000 in Silver, & was packed & secured, as mentioned by Mr. Snowden in his letter to you. The 
box was opened immediately upon its receipt by the Bank, & the Cashier states that the seals 
were in good order. The money was as not then counted as a whole, but portions of the silver 
were taken out each day, & the amt. taken out each day was noted upon a memorandum kept in 
the bag, until the Ist day of Nov. when the last dollar was taken out & the package found to be 
$50.00 short — the discovery of the shortage, was not made, until after all the mails for the said 
first day of Nov. had gone out, & it was therefore impossible to advise you of the facts that day. 
On Monday the 3d inst., I myself opened the package sent us from the Mint under your order of 
22d Oct. said to contain $2000. This last package was put up, & secure as already indicated with 
reference to the first package in question, & had been in our vault untouched since its receipt. 
Before opening to box, I examined it carefully, & so far as I could see the seals were perfectly 
sound, & have never been touched. After I removed the lid of the box, the Cashier opened the 
two bags therein, each supposed to contain $1000.00, & carefully counted, & recounted the 
contents of each as a whole, & found one of them to be $60.00 short. The bags in the box were 
securely tied, & did not look as if they had ever been opened. 


These are the same facts in the case to which the Cashier & I are willing to be sworn. 
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It is perhaps proper for me to state, that there are no employees in the Bank, besides the 
Cashier, & myself. The Cashier has the entire charge of the funds of the Bank, & the packages in 
question, have been touches by no one but himself. 


Very Respectfully, 


E.R. Wallace 
Pr. 


[Noted on back: ] 


11/18/84 
13. 


Referred to Supt. Mint U.S. Phila. Nov. 19 /84. 


Special 
Chief Clerk 
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[Letter Three: ] 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
November 21, 1884 


Sir: 


As regards the matter of shortage complained of by the Merchants & Planters National 
Bank of Union, S.C., and referred to in letter of Treasurer U.S. of Nov. 18, current, I beg to say: 
that the coin in both cases was taken directly from the coiner’s scales and packaged and sealed in 
the usual way; that the tare surrounding the package of Coin has never been found to vary more 
than a few ounces at most, and that the sealed packages referred to weighed fully up to the 
maximum, not only when shipped from the Mint to the Central Office of the Express Company 
but when they left the latter office — as a comparison of the books of the Mint and of the Express 
Company show. 


I beg further to state that a shortage of sixty dollars in a package of $1000 would show at 
last four pounds variation, instantly, when weighed. The Express Company would refuse to 
accept a package varying even less than half that. 


Very Respectfully, 
M.H. Cobb 
Cash. 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 
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[Letter Four:] 
13. 


Treasurer’s Office — Form 1. } 
Cashier. -2-26-’84-2,000. \ 


Advice of Remittance. 


Treasury of the United States, 
Washington, 
November 20, 1884 


Sir: 


I forward this day by, herewith, letter of President of Merchants and Planters National 
Bank of Union S.C. of the 13th instant, which should have been enclosed to you in my letter of 
the 18th instant. I beg to apologize for the omission. 


Very respectfully, 
A.U. Wyman 
Treasurer US. 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Supt. U.S. Mint 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


